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© pf Becauſe. ic:attcibutes: t Revolutions 
ernment © a particular Provi wh od. Gad 
C the Judge or oy fog n 7 ar) . payne ay bf the af- 
+I © wor ep aeth-up Pp 
'  ewthir. Which, holds hog eas as aq 
. well as | particdlar''pe ich-'doth' 'not 
; found any right -\ apr (as ſonic fandied 
| eill;: the. axgunenc: from!” "Providence" "was rerurned 
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Jr intoxicared{nddeprivedof. chat apprehon- 

. wagtd anger; of that:1i Neat: wie perf 

ant preveiic 8, which: ar-orbertinies they 

WheniaNetjavis-near fomedreadfal:calami 
i -puniſhment'of irs fins ; Gul rakes away. the 
Bo es of the-Wile; andthe widet of- the 
' Prudent,:andthe; reſolution.of- thoches of: £612 
rages. that they all ftand-2mazed-and confounded); 
not knowing haw togivo or-take/advics, hut they 

are; fullofifears; and rarhor; aprroiquareel with dne | 
chan. t0.corifuls] the-generab good! - This 
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was-juſtthe. ſtate of pomhen el did purpoſero 


execute bis 7 irs) - 
: (a) PA: theiweourage fi Fules thom, Auto 


has 
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arts "ap id1ft tht Fagptiiins. "1 

"Princes of Lhe ajefi "a7 5 Tos [oi 

Jellore of »Pharath is become bruſh ; they bevy alſo fo 
ced Egypt, even gr's that dre the ſil of the Bribes rherevE. 
. The Lord hath min KY + la ref, 
tp bays toerr mevery work thereof, as a 
Man in Bis coomnit, 5.2. chey know hoc 
wharcofins 


noeffect. But afrer all 


heir R——_ they 


ſuccelsid theit defi Tn 
- tareofa/Peoy te wher 
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Ke not oneſtep for- be 08 
watd /burfalt back jaw ihe at they Wee ae 
* invebord;overy Orang won ct for want bf - 
This is"the deplorable = 
rule and deſblacioni is neat + 
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þ 7 Kate _ qe oy Ave we ono 
things roggihes, the grearer ruth you will fartd bs 
' this obſervation. , Whew God: CE ro. 
the Faſtern Nations for their tranſgs _— IT 
tylonign; Monaxcly;tole: fo; Py 4d (lo far 
_  , | thar nothingiwas: able.ro ttandibefore it. | The 
| Jecz7-3: comb ofche Kiwe Kg IVY: oe 
. Moab, ez and,viga,. and. Egypt weee but 
"the Withes which the Bhiliſtios. bawnd\Sampfon with, 
which be brake .in ſander. as a _thred-of 'Tow'is broken wen 
Jv. 1649+, ER beth the fire. . Judab rinks. firſt of.the Cup, and 
remb ples and falls, is-carrid into c 
alta forcrold by: h3s /Pro- 


E-: : : - SED ;. and as laſt ee Gig 
= Kone ouyehs.purn, £OMes 00 | 
b So \ Cap of Fary, jand ſhe; was, bid wake 


eau | for. x 'to her Safrer. Reepentance-. 553 
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andunexperienced Nations in-marters of War, up- 
hempſt Apgriſhiog Ringgomogche molt difci- 
Armies, the moſt fortified Ciries, they haye 
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2 $7 
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jans prevailed ; het they efpifed 
| reproached. by he Av apd Wife Romans ar 
: the fame time' when the Were Conquered lahd 
| Savin d&ftroyedhy them; a'Si who Hvedthen, ar 
KD 17. large relates. Bar the beſt and wiſeft ten could. 
nor bur (ee anexcravidinaty band of God NO 
|. - along with them; and'one of their greatelf © 
tera found hirnſelf carried on by Ni 
impule , and mee with ſuch an wnaccorntable 
bk. phy in all his undertakings, thar heralfed Hires 
YF ſelf Hlazrllum Dei, Th e Scourge it Golls hanitlro tha. 
Y ſtiſe the wickedneſs and folfies of menthat called 
themſelves Chriſtians, and did nor live like ſich. 
| Diſpurin Mackiavel himſelf takes norice-of fo ſtrange a dif- 
bh bo ference in the Condu& ind ſucceſs of rhe 
Z . ardifferenc times, thac he ſairh, they could bardly - 
ih ined to be the ſame pit all his at 
6 find our other. he ar lift is for 6d 
coniclude thar there is a up ory cauſe ro the Cous 
2 ſels of mien which governs the affairs of mankind} 
- which he calls Fate, and we much better, che Pro- 
Fa Horde: oidence of God. Some learned are : 
Y nioa char when difeaſes are nor curable by * 
Sarigh mot remedies, there isin them = 85%, ot ſonethitig 
FI += 4M divine, and thereforein ſuch caſes D gpine nedies 
_- mot $6997 and Aut" - "his | 
| nd Kingdom: "hve 4s Ucn * 4 
nt dw, Amore than wy ; Band of God, fa'which 
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weſt tba os b EY, s pr 6 
{ Fear eformation of qurevi bee T7 
(4) Becauſe the Scripture till leaves hop: es, 
F Metcy to 4 People where 44 bayca pig 
EH dby inygdect aration of Gate” 
Will in Foript ture,, that he hath made any ſuch. 
peremptory ecree concerning! the! ruine of a, Na-, 
tion, -bur ut pon cheit're epetitince there i is 2way.le 4 
ro-efrape A But "rather the cHOrTSCY in tho J 
worgy of Tu 
to a Nation corceruing a Kyn Me 40, k / 
& palt roger Lp 6: 
'F bave- IrOROUNCE, turn f from {ah Nt vil... W Teo. 
ef the; m, "which Thought to-do waits: them. And — 
kn NE of, thar Gl Ten digl> >: 


q: "in the Text is, Bit ; do 
me which im that if, tÞ "$i 0 to 


do fo, the might "248 eferved,, Dk they a 
bn F we Me repentance. hath. {40d 


ok ee the. rhreatving and cxecurion. of 
.,& od: IL Mewed. Wondertul Hodadſs 
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Fexeiniab At what infant I Pal [Peak cons | Jer ibs i. A 


7 AJEk | Jem... . DL 
© ends 2 Prophet. ro Jet them- phalk 

E- tt ey were to deſtruction, that they T hn 
© _* dayes time to, turn: themſelves-in. _ This "Was 'y 
ot ange and unexpedtcd alarm: to them, given| 
heange Propher after a I's remprory: manner tg. 
a a peop e unacquainted with ſuch 1 mellages.. How, 
'. maniyo obje&ions wouldthe BE lsand. epi | 
of our Age have:made. La Me 
rhis ? 2" They would elogl ceaſe: cong uded the ag - 
& Mal," than have. becn heed to::repent, 
1 4 eg Yet logreat very Fe e4 ppehonbcn they, 

E. 24d of the ju de ENT of cheirſins, that. the . People. 
VS: OF Nai 4 SYS 


akcloth, Yromitle ateſt of them even t0. the, laſt: 
G ain ed might Te oof n their, 
| 10- a 5: Kn what en > Wou nan 
the ghd of - his- Pr. | 't \E 12 
tence he had ſent him ſo! ar to defiquace. | 
I __ 7 What hop pes had. he : given k W 
” if they repented? Jr.a bears they ha 
EF 9 be lee preſarpricns. Who can tel, if ( nth orig 
. rr +6 and turn away fromk bis for nf that 
| ##' periſhnot 7 Yet littcere EY erner eX= 
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| prnrm(s} his Gudreſs in  knbeatitg Seth af- 
rer'{o-greariproyocations. Whatencouragemmenr 
| dothGod hereby give-to others to repent, when 
- Niniveh was reſcued from the very brink of deftru- 
Rion-by it> © © 
' 2. In removing his hand when it back ſtruck. 
When Davids vanity tranſported him fo far, that 
without any neceflity he would know the Number 
of. his People,” his heart did miſgive him as ſoon as 


| he had done it, and he confeſſed he had ſinned greatly is 2 Sam. 
it, nwirhſtanding this God ſends a plague among 24 19- 


che People, which touched David to the quick, as 
render Father is moſt ſenſibly puniſhed in the- loſe 
of hisChildren; and then be cel Fo 
Ihave dont wickedy , but theſe Sh e Sheep what als they done 
And whenthe Angel had ſtretched out hu band upon Je: 
p; rome thera ſtroy it, the Lord repented him of the evil, and 
aid to the [It 4s enovgh, ſtay now thy hand. Be. 
ror there the po. 4 12 ſeverity of God, on 
them which fell fn bur towards Jeruſalem 
goodneſs. His ſeverity was intended to make peo- 
ple avoid a yain confidence in their own ſtrength 
and mumbers ; his yoodneſs to let them ſee how ready 
heisro draw back his hand when men truly re- 


pear. 
3. In putting by the ſtroke for the preſent, or _— 
the execution of his wrath. No Ki 
Iſrael arte God'rmore than Ahab; for it is ſaid «King: 


8 that 


Lo Ihave ſinned, and v. 17. 


proyo 24 
ny _ . that be al evil in the ferro the Lord above dll 16. 3% 


- 20s 


V. 29. 


x* : 
$3 o 
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place, his guilt made him-ready to ftart back, and 


ro lay, Haſt thou found me, O mine enemy? The Pi6- 


| oo haying this fair opportunity followed | the 


low be had given hiax.ſ home, that hah was 
not able ro ſtand; beforethim ;' for it 48 ſaid, that 
when Ahab heard the: terrible judgements #9d de- 
nounced againkt him fox his ſins;, : he-rent' bis elotbes, 
and put ſackcloth upan his fleſh and faſted," and trigood 
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carneft humbled bimſelf before God ; For (o Gad himſelf 


owns that hedid.Idonot ſay he continued goodaf- 
ter this ;but henow heartily repented for thetimes, 
and for the time \of repentance God inlarged. his 


. - 


time of forbearance. Becauſe be humbleth; binuſelf 


before me, I will uot bring the evil in his dayes; ©; Even a 
ſhott repentance, when ſincere, [gainstime,-by a 


reprieve from puniſhment. When the bns of a.Na- + 


tion are grown to a great height, and-/become. ripe 
for vengeance,thebeſt Lrinces can obtainnomore 
than not (ecing the evil.iu their. own days, as:in the caſc 


' of Joſiah who was an excellent Prince, and atruc 
lover of God and his Law, .yet the frople continued 


Jo. hardn ed in their fins, though -under-lome ſhew 
of Reformation; that the Propheteſs told dion; bebald 


-. 


"19D thereof,” 


Twill bring evil upou.this phuce, and. upon the: Inbabitaws .. 
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elf before ; be Lopd, he ae That Fa- | 
your, that bis eyes ſhould nat ſee the evil which he would + 
bring wpon them. "I the People had been as 00d as 
Jofiah was, thereis ho queltion, Þut even then God 
would have repented of the evil; bur wherethere 
was fuch an obſtinate im enitency, that ritither 
Gods Laws, nor theProphetsthrearnings,  norehe 
Princesexample could preyailyponthem ;allthat = 
his humiliation conld obtain, was only a putting 
it: off. for his own time ; and we have reafonts 
think that their ſins did haſten their end'too; 5+ as 
ſomerimes the firs of -a people make the beſt of 
Princes to betaken away from them+. and when 
the ten Tribes were carried captive, their King & * 
Hoſbea is ſaid; not to bave done evil as the King s of Tſratl 2 King: © ® 
that were bifore | birt; ”-Aud'to Judab Fry "Fofias his 17% © 
death, God prinfually madegood this Fon +: 
incho Text, But if ye fu 7 do PRA, Je 
be conſumed-both. 5 Jeand 08 | 
'5LF; Theiſeeond: particnlar is; Thit! accordidh 
to the uſualmethod of Providence the ſtate or con- 
dition of 'a People is: better, or worke: according 
toithe geiferal waturt'of” their fCons..." © they c 
good andvertuons, careful i ro pleaſe God, Juft, ſo- 
ber, chaſt; merciful ngs run. 
Laws;Zatid their ow, 'an Paeatibg wich aberX 
rione according EE be Þ UI 
= is auth note flows —— Ui 2 condi- 


tion - 
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Natipn.can do where Atheiſm, Pro- 
ſorts. of Wickedneſs: abound: 


which 1 ſhall proverwo oo OO On 
©. (1..) Abſolutely, from, the tendency of Religion 


4 
+ 4] tmsS - 


- Ws > & * % 
> than a 
"I 2/3 24 


= 


-and Vertue to FINS: ke. Honour, the-Peace, 


the Courage and ſafety of a People. . _ - 

_(2.): (omparatively , that Nations are more.or 

happy a totheir vertues and vices... 

.. (1) Abſolutely, andthar will appear,(1.) Fromthe 
tendency of true Goodneſs and .Piety to. promote 
a Nations Honour and Intereſt abroad. And noman 
1signorant how much Reputation brings of real ad- 
1 $62 to:a Nation; and.that a People deſpiſed 
are next to a People enſlaved; andthat.jtis impoſ- 
ſible to hold up SED and eſteem.jn.the world, 
where the reputation of Vertueisloſt +: :. 


o 


 « (2. ) From its tendency+to. maintain. peace. and. 


 * tranquillity at home ; Prevenring Private quarrels; 


by juſtice, and honeſty, and temperance,and-cha- 
ſtity ; and publick Siftorblnges, by avoidingidle- 


, =Y 


nels, anddebauchery, and. bad principles, which 


are the great nurſeries of Rebellion; and teach- 


ing men quictneſs, patience, due government of 
themſelves, and obedience. not only for wrath, -but 
alſo for Lonſcience ſoke. . Whereas. looſe, princi- 
ples, and bad praRtices, and extravagant deſires 
naturally diſpole men to endeavour changes/and 


U alcerations, in hopes of_berteriog themſelves -by 
then ;' and the, prevalency, of. Vice doth: un: . 
_ | \ cet hinge | 
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_ finewsof cit. | 2E Df STACY | 
(3- ) From the keeping up the ſpits, and ſe- 
curing the ſafety of men.” | A good: Conſcience 
. makes a man dare to do his duty ; but the ſinners in 
Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs bath ſurpriſed the Hypocrites. 
Theſe were men, faith Grotius, who carried a'fair 
ſhew for the preſent, bur were inwardly prepared, 
if che Kmg of Babylon got the better, to be 


falſe ro: God, and reallyof no Religionar all, are 
full of thoughts and fears, not knowing what 
may happen ;-they dare not -own' what they 
... would be, for fear it ruine them at preſent; and 
they dare not appear toq much for whatthey ſeem 
to-own, for fear of whatmay come hereafter. If 
 the-Lotd be God, ſaith Elijab; then follow bim , but if 
Baal, then: follow bim : No, ſay ſuch men, if they 


duſt | —=— thoughts, we deſire to be excuſed | 
(4 


at preſent; we find ithere' is a conteſt. berween 
them, and we do not yer know: which will get the 
better, when we {ce that, you ſhall know our minds: 


As Afinius Pollia told Auguſtus in his'Wars with Jn» 


tony'he was: reſolved tobe prada wiftaris; he would 
be of the Conquerors fide... But men thar -arefin- 
cere inany Religion, do.hate and abhor fuch hy= 
. pocrivieal Diſlemblers, and deſpiſe and Ipue then 

out for their nauſeous: lukewarmneſs , and as men 
1ndeedof noReligion or Conſcience, but for whax; 


(! 


of his 


Religion, whatever it was. Such men who are - 
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Gln their pie te oo 
a lofty ſtrain 6 qr ty her? forth the vere l 
=. - and br ar which follows. integrity.. (FH that | 
F x.s5. walkethrighteouſly and ſpeaketh: uprightly; be that deſpis 
3 : ſetb+the' gait of: oppreſsions, that ſhaketh tis. hands from 
3 holding biihes, that ſtoppeth bis ears from bearing of blood, | 
© v.16. and: ftoppeth kis eyes from ſeeing evil. He: ſhall dwell - 
© en bigh,»bis place of defence ſhall bethe munitionof rocks, ; 
bread. ſÞall be given bum, -Fis waters ſhall'be ſure.) Theſe 
were very cricical and doubtful times which the 
Prophet ſpeaks of, and many: were fecretly for 
complying with the King of Afſyria, as believing 
it a51mpotible ro withſtand his force, as-#0 dwell 
with everlaſting burnings the Propher is: ſo' far from 
ranting this, that. ths them yy their ſecurity 
| lay in being juft and honeſt, anddoing their duty; 
and then they would be as ſafe, as if they had cons 
tant proyifion among the moſt- inacceſlible 
Racks.: - Iris obſervable concerning the Tſruelites, 
 thatrwhen they went about-to-ſecare theraſelyes 
I by ſubtiledevices and:contrivances of, their own; 
ip making leagues and confederacies with: the: King 
Hig ob Egypt.and other neighbour Princes, ſo often they 
0 leewdoildd; and daſfied, and overcome: by: their 
enemies ;- -burwhen they-purtheir qruft irvGod; and 
eommined thenelvesrochis-protedion; -he pre» 
f&vecand delivergdthem fromthe! igrtated:dan+ 
gers: 1 will: nordenyvthar{chere! was foinecking 
__ if, heats /hanngthe, Sona: 5 


ONS . 


chadneſs and folly inchem. Bur ſerting thar'afide, 
as there is no ſecurity like to Gods'proreion, {o- 
there is n6-reaſon to think that: will be wanting 
tothemwho do their duty bes artdþ pit their: 
rruft _ > p 

(2.) C atively ; If we do- compare feverat 
Nations doleches; we ſhall find: res; fourifh 
moſt, "at to be the moſt happy where men ds 
moſt fear God--and work righteouſneſs , where: piety 
and vertuehave the greateſt countenance and in- 
couragement;' andohere-vice and wickedneſs are 
the moſt diſcouraged aad puniſhed, - - 7 20 

\ This may ſeem a Paradox/at firſt hearing! to 
choſe who conſider by what -wayes of fraud and 


violence, of injuſtice and crueky, of rapine and 


| oppreſſion; the great and mighty Empires-of the 
. world - have beert raiſed 'and maintained; and 
how: little regard is ſhewed to any rules \ Ho- 


neſty, Juſtice, or the Laws of Nations in thoſe 


Ki ingdoms and States which reſolve to be great, 


and in (pight of other Nations to maintain cheir 


Greatnels. | 

Yer norwidhſtandiog this plauſttle objeRion, 
the truth of my aflertion-will appear, if, we uni 
derftand ir as eng rH to do with theſe follow- 
ing Cautions: (*I 1 HQ 9 


4. Thatitis dev be andeeſfecd of the lrge- 


neſs of dominion", or fipenflnity: of” riches; 
| bur 


Rates truſt ins widow Go to. was. 


RN. 


us u” ; LS ” 2 # : » 0-65 ; R 
> __- L ; 
5 TEK ES. x F x 
5 but -of the rue 
byct. 6. " %S GR #4 F < w Fn P [9 . 


Vc 


we 


: [. 


| hn living.in ſociety. to-, - 
gether; which is by promoting the'real good of, | * 

all. - To which the vaſtneſs of Empire , and im-: 
menſiry of riches is by.no means neceſſary, buta; 
ſufficieacy both of. ſtrength and treaſure todefengd. 


_ it ſelf incaſe of foreign enemies, and to provide 


for the neceſſities and conveniencies of all- the 
Members of it. . Thoſe who have beſt conſider-/ 
ed theſe things, ſuppoſe that to be the moſt exact 


and perfect Idea of Government, where all things 


are in a certain meaſure, and have a-proportion 
rocach other ſoas moſt conduces to the true end, 
of living; notto riot and luxury, not to: ſokneſs 
and <ffeminacy, not to pride and ambition, notto 
the heaping up of riches without uſe and reſpe&&to. 
a general good ; but ſo as all men may according; 
to their conditions and circumſtances enjoy what 
they have, or can get, with the greateſt comfore 
to themſelves and their friends, and do the moſt 
generous and vertuous aftions. TY 

2. Thar this is not to be underſtood of the pri- 


vate benefit of any particular perſons, but of the 


general good of all forts and conditions of men, 


The Eaſtern 'Monarchies have ſeemed to be the 
moſt happy andflouriſhing to thoſe who look ar 
adiſtance upon them, and onlp obſerve the Pomp 
and Grandeur of their Princes, without looking into 
the State and Condition of the People. Ariſtotle ob- 


ſerves, that the Faſtern people had more wit and ſlavery 
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| withit, the Norrhemn bad ft qulcbreſt and mite herty,” 
= the Greeks lying bejiveon both had htir (harevin both,” But: 
FF the Eaſtern ſlavery” hath brought Barbariſm. into 
SH CGreeceiriclf; and the Northern Liberty hath fo im- 
proved-the wits, 'and given ſych- encouragement 
rothe- induſtry 'of men, *that our 'people ar this 
day enjoy more: benefit-by (the riches of the Eaſt, 
. than tholedo.among whom they'grow. © Can we  - 
call chem # happy. people that ſcemuch, riches, 
andenjoy none ;- having.nothing whith they: can\, 
call-rheir own, unleſs it be'theirflavety?” Thar is 
certainly. >the hippicſt condicion”of a people, 
where the Prince-fits upon, the Throne of Majelty* 
and Power, ' doing ran and ſhewing' 
kindnels ; andthe peopleir every manunder bis Vine, 
and. under bi Fig-tree, enjoying the fruitsof his own' 


tabours, or his: [Anceſtors bounry':: Where the 
People thinkirtheir intereſt ro ſupport —_— 
their Prince; andithe Princethinks it his: intereſt 


» 


ro; protect andidefend this podygle: - Happy'is the Peos. 
a 


ple that 4s in fuch:a caſe» bur above all, happy is that 

| People whoſe God is: the Lord. . For without his-Bleſ- 
ſing, the beſt Goyernment, the beſt: Laws, the beſt 
Miniſters can never preſerve a Nations/happinefs; 
and thereis no reaſp0n1o. expe&his Bleſſing, butin 
the-wayes of Piety and Vertue. +. 
-1:6- T batt 15 not to be-underſtoad of. ſudden 
$6 fucprizingevents, bur of''a laſting:and contianed + 

ſtate], For when God hach been highly! provoked 
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. _ give unexpected; o. that Nutioniby, whom 
Fe def s.co puniſh. the reſt; and:whenthey-have: 
done thar work, they may .theniſuffer more-fimart- 
| ly-forcheir. ova iniquities;- Of:this:-wehave:ave- 
A _ markable inſtance jn- Scripture: *God deſigned ts 
E Jer. 25. puniſh the Kyngdoms of the: earth for their ſms, to 
ha ow purpoſe. he raiſcth:up:Nebuchudnrzar King of - 
: 15 purpoſe. he reiletir.up'Ne wr Kang of 
Babylon, whom-he thereforecalls his Servane; and 
he. firſt example-of his ſeyerity'washis:own People; 
when this was done, then follow the” defolations 
of. Egypt, of Phevicia, (Arabia, and other Countries 
4 io-ſoftrange a, manner, char ſome have calted'ir 
| aMeoſs. the Joe of the deſtruition of (ities. | Bur doth the 
| Chr. Can. King of Babylon think:to eſcape-himſelf? No, ſaith 
E _ the: Prophet, the King of Shesbach-ſÞall drink after 
- 15- thems his/turn would come-arlaft; when he had 
accompliſhed the: deſign God fent:him- upon in 
the. puniſhment of. others. Thus: far a' time, 'a 
Nation may. ſeem to flouriſh:exccedinply, 'and be 
- victotiousoyer others while they areas Scourges in 
Gods hand for the puniſhment. of others; and when 
that work is over may ſuffer moſt: ſeverely for 
their own ſins. 1-20 
4- Ir is ro-be 
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underſtood of Perſons under equal 
circumſtances, when we compare the condition-of 
People with each other: northe Nobles of one 
_ Nation with the Peaſants . of 'another', nar 'the 
Frinceswith:the People;  bur-eyery rank mow 
_ _ der 
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Pave? men hh thoſe of the Cane rank and con- 
dirion.' 
 And'upon theſe terms, weneed no ode ey 
of the truth of this affercion, than-the inftance'ih 
the Text of :the People of Tjral': which wilt beſt 

pear by comparing the \ſtare 'of both Kingdoms 
aber the Body of che People was broken imo the 
Kingdoms Xl Iſrael and Judah. The Kin f Ifrb- 
& by Jeroboams Policy, and for Reaſon of State, fell 
off fromrheWorſhip of the true God, and: worſhip- 
ped the Calves of Dan and Bethel. Bur did they 

roſper or ſicceed morethan the” Kingdom (of Ju- 


db? The ten Tribeshadwrnuch larger territory, : 


yethe Kingdom of Judah was ſtronger and flourifh- 
ed. more, and o—_—_— longer, by" 135 "years, 
chan \the 'King Iſrd'did;-and when they 
were carticd into' —_ wy"; the ten Tribes were 
Joſt as totheir name andintereſt among, the Pes- 
ple of Aﬀſynia ; bur the rwo Tribes were reftored af- 
xer'6/years Gaprivity 1 under the'Princes of the Line 
of Dayid. Tf we comiparethe” Kings of 'Iſragh and = 
Judah vegerher ; The'Poſterity of David was- keprp 

among the Kings of Judah , butthere were nineF 
mwilics inthe. Kingdoi ar they arid'but one ofthem 
laſted o the en Generation; and that' was of 
NG wo did ſomething rowards the Reformation 
ion, Of che cighrecn Kings of Iſrael, bur. 
Ir: dying by. the' Sword: and it'is enſfe 
_ rojudge/ wc miſerable = 40 of that People muſt 
be, 


E's 


"> 
"2 
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-be;; under fo many: violent changes of Governi- 


ment. Among the Kings of Judah thoſe who 


. were firmeſtto the true Religion proſpered moſt, 


-and the Nation; under them-enjoyed the greateſt 
- peace;: or received theigreateſt deliyerances, as ini 
the dayes of Aſa, Jrhoſhaphat and Hezekiab. - If we 
compare thetimes ofthe {ame Kings together, we 
ſhall find:that_ while they adhertd- firmly to God 


and Religion the Nation [proſpered'txceedingly, as 


fora long time under the Reigns of Solomon and Aſa; 
' bur when initheir old. Age they began/'to warp in 

their Religion andro decline intheirPiety; nothing 
but- trouble and confubion followed, +: So true did 
they find the ſaying- of -Hanani to. 4Ja, The: eyes of 
the-Lord run to and fro” throughout: the ,whole.earth, to 
ſhew bimſelf ſtrong mm: the. bebalf-of--them. whoſt; beart' is 
perfet towards, him, ': But becauſe he. faid, he. -had 
of- Syria; t berefore, laichhe, . from kenceforth:thewſhalt 
baye wars. Afid-ftom thatrtinaehis Government 
wayuneefie borkto-himſelfand bjs People; when 


ae had impriſoned the Prophet for reproving 


him. F is » 137 # - ©13801 . J0D.4T-A If $3, #78F 
-» JH. That there. are ſame 'cirownftances 4n the 


fins of a Nation, which do very much portend and 


haſten its Ruine. -- As, - T's oF 
12. When they are commited after more than 
ordinary mexcjes received ; ſuch as in reaſon oughs 


-to-keep men moſt fromthe commiſſion'of them, - 
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-as/ beat © knowledge . of the Will-of - God thai F 
other People enjoy ;} more frequent warnings -of : 
their danger than-others have had; \many and 
grear'deliverances- which God hath-- vouchlafed ; 
when none of theſe things, norall of them toge- 
ther-do move a People co repent, they: ſhew an 
obſtinate-and-incorrigible temper, - and therefore 
. God may ſooner proceed to puniſh them.-- God. 

did not forbearto puniſh other Nations for -their 
rranſgreflions, but he began with his own-People. 

For lo-1 begin to bring evil on: the (ity which is: called by Jer-25- 
my name, and ſhould ye - be utterly unpuniſhed?* The 2 
deflroying Angels in Ezekiel, wereto begin at the Santi Fre g.6. © 
ary ; - Judgement , ſaith. St. Peter, muſt begin at the 1Per. 4. 
Houſe of God. -' He draws the lineof his Juſticepa- — —?7: 
rallel-ro that-of his Mercy.; - and awhen': every 
Mercy is:put to 'the account, and :heighrens che 

guile, the :tumm- will toon. riſe {o high tocall for 
execution. The: Prophet: Amos. teltts -Damaſens), 7 
and Gaze, and*Tyre, and Eden, and” Ammon; and. Mo» . 
ab, that none of+themſhall eſcape being: puniſhed 7 
for their tranſgreſſions,” they need not doubt, the 
Rod would come time enough upon them; - but 
ye God would: begin with his own Children: 3 
Jou: only have-1 known of all the Families. of. the earth, Ames 3.. 
therefore 1 will puniſh you for all. your onquities- - Where 2 
God hath given wonderful: marks: of  his:kind» 
nes, and many, deliverances }time:/after. time, 
-and yet they continue to de wickedly,/there isrhe. 
| greater 
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.. 2. When they are. committed-with: more :than 


ordinary contempt of God:: and Religion: All 


- Ages are bad, enough ; and:evefy Age-is: apr' to 


complain. of ir-{elFf, as the'worſt of any ; becauſe 
it knows more ill of it (elf, than of the foregoing. 
Buryer there isadiffexence.inthe manner of i{in- 
ning ;. ſometimes the-ſtreamrof, wickedneſs hides 
its head, and'runsunder ground, and-miakes little 
noiſe, alchough it holds on the lame courle at 
other times it. ſeems to break forth ike a: mighty 
torrent as though it would bear downall befoxeir, 
as though'thefauntains ofthe great Deep were bro- 
kenup, and Hell-were let looſe; and the Prifonets 
there had ſhaken off theirchains;and-come up;up- 
on the. earth; When Atheiſm, ;Prophaneneis and 
all manner of Wickedneſs grow-impudent- and 


 bare-facedswhen mendo not only neglo@Religi- 
-On, bur reproach and-contenan it. \Shall Lot) <anfit 
' for theſe | things , ſaith the! Lotd., ſhall not: my:;ſoul"be 


avenged on, ſuch a Nation as- this? God: did forbear 
his People of Judab: beyond- what they ;could have 
expected , waiting for - their, amendment ,- bur 
when they added impudence to-their obſtinacy, 
when they made ſport with the Prophets, and turn- 


_ edthcir threatnings into ſongs of mirth anddrol-. 
lery, then the peremprory decree came forth, and 
there wasno hopes to clcape. But they mocked the = 
336 meſſengers | 
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Me" Prophers, untill the wrath of the Bord: aroſe againſt 
Prople, till- there wasnoremedy. There ſtill ſeemed te "A 
be lome hopes leftrill-rhey came ro this remper? x 
Bite: when- they' huleſqued: the” Propher Jeremiabs Ter. 236-3 
words, andturned the/exprefſionshe uſed into ric 34 6: 444 
dicule, crying in contempr, ,The burden of the Lord © 
which is called perverting the words-of the living Gat: 
when-they turned Bxekiels' words thto' pleiſims ſorigs; Exck, 
and made ſport with'Gods Judgenients, no works 3 
ke was fo highly provoked: For there canbe no cumons © 
worſe ſympromtoa people, thaw laugh arthe fv! 2 
only mcans to cure'them; and-if this once 'grow yul.tar. © 
common, 'it muſt needs make their! condition det =» 7 
erate. For: then it comes to Gods'turn to mock © 7 
aid laugh'too ; Becauſe T'bave called and-ye bave re: Pro.', 0 
fuſed; T have ſtretched ont-my hand and no man regards 2% 3 
ed; but ye have ſet at nbnght all 'my Connſel, and wonld 2, © 
have none of 'my rtproof ; 1 alfo'will tanghat your calamis 26. 
ty, and mockwhen your fear cometh. Wo beuntorhat ' 
' people whom the Almighty takesipleaſare in pu- 
nifhing. . Oy 7 = PO "a 
' 3. Whenthere is an univerſal degeneracy of all _— 
ranks and conditions of men.” Idonot mean'fuch "of 
as is common to humane nature ; but” fromt the 
particular” vertues of their Anceſtors , or a 
corimon prafice of  thoſe* vices *which' dv 
moſt frequently draw down the: judgements'of 
God, and make him to have « controverſte with. a 
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id: fee. naw CET rimace 5 ad ks in the Wen _ 
they if ge can find a man, if there be any. that 6; 
teth judgement, that ſeeketh the truth, and1will;pardon. its 
Could there. ever be a;fairer/or kinder offer: than 


| 164.5,6. rhis.2. Bur. a$ 1/ajab-expreſieth it, the Ho ett $14 


ſick, and. the beart faint; from tbe. ſole of the foat vow, - 


3 wanto the bead. there is no- ſoundneſs in. it, but,waunds,. 


bruiſes, and putrifying ſores... Ic ſeemsa very trange - - 
- paſlage in the Law, —_ Leprofie, that jf rhe.Lepnoſte 
covered all the fleſh, the perſon was to be pronounced « cheats,” 
but if any raw fleſh appeared, he was unclean: which its 
very hard to underſtand, unleſs.it were. that-rthe 
power of infe&ion was then gone...: Such. a. Fats 
the People. of Jeruſalem ſeemed.to. have been i in ? 
there was no toomfor infeRion left, the. 
of Leproſic bad ſo'over-ryn them, thax there: Was 
ao ſound. part left inthe, whole body.. N 
Thus: I. haye . conſidered the = which | 
doing, wickedly hath upon the ruine of. a Nation, itTe- 
mains now that [ make, Applicanionef of this. 088 | 
awn calc. |: , -/, | yo _ 
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bour Countries do roan. under: 


er, -be riſ 
a poten 
and Houſes, F 


| as Has roughtFupan as,;; Gad na Ana "| 

| mary tA jichout Wanrot blood: = 
OH © Q4r great lausfhctionandi: meng 
gfcahe;; workt;;ro/-teftore.Gur-[Sprargigo>"o! his 

phy ef ns Peapls. co cheirtjuſt 
_ ang. Ejberties::: Abd whilciout Noighbout = 
FO Ire ed roger 
wfilrade, <ominucd:bur Þ ace; andrbcreby.ine: 
| pr oiperi ther wehad :fmarted: uns. 
wal Fire and; 4::r2ging-:Pefltidence? 
Tbucks all things:tenl Gill! co makes:9chappy' 
" Nation, if: we did know: ipdralatiourovm. lrap- 

? 13h 05012 9b 722115150 Jig 10 1: 
:(Buf har Ig tr \Abaxc: all: mbev tht 10ukd- 
ent i is-ſo,. hich /bten chegrekriQc; of 'aur' 
'T aneys, andisſtill of-our Fears,andthavis Religis 
And yet inthis reſpet wehave: w0mm30 

| thove: Any: other Natiminthe:(hrificd Warldpih 
ving.a, Church reforined with :{omuch- HWhden:and 
Moedergtion. as £9, ayoie >Bangerouncatreats, on 
both ſides. Bun enepahis hatbierooged aus ddiion 
ſaries (9h; xhe ping var yp eh wine 
amore reftlels. 0; deſtzxoy:it5; tdi torfiick:atino 


Wi'nf means which. they,thoughr mighttev@ toits ruinie. 
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::2Nobthar, the feand peacedbly Rel 
toy "anchmbicet the Spies of Men 
rwivards extWorkgsj "or rdifeſechen to rial 
harred, x cracley ({ſoriie'of the'worlt 
pallionzbf humatemarare: '0r tothe accompliſh 
1ng tho owae y-feccet eonfpiratiesand ope 
rn 
Dronm ciie:mtolt merciful: 2ndbeſtnacurediof Fo ” -” 
" Bur>Be aftawſhed Oyger: 0:yerFiabas, and wemble 0: vantk, 8 
FF ha: haſt; longht forth ety Gentration- of 
 i7ipers who! att(cominually -making” their way 
che Bowels: ane Mother, and: Fo ve 
ſon bel; defigned to deftrdythe 
hanore of 2 9 TRE If Hieſe ibe rhe kinf 
-ecbchdes/ bf:ond>xhar- ds:ro be: the!dfodbers 
þioomanay ary manger -alection:of :theifh- 
r__ ome, if this:indeedbe/zealfortheClbe- 
| \Gulſe,:56riid bibtrhe Lerner 
_ {@bmmmuiion;havewenorgrearreafon robe font | 
F -of:irerurning;/cantd: whe | Sofom! of; fuch! a'! Chareh 
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- rid Marcher yep ——— 08 One: of is 
5 "Prore; ic cold blood, with co 
. 4 deg age deliberation... Domen- 

_ theit hands in-blood for noching?- Why ub: ar 
Perſon , why-ar fuch a time; why4inifach 4man- = 
ner? There wasa Reaſon fora this : he had ra- 
keathe examinations, he knew'too ranch tobe ſuf- 
ferred 10 live, and they hoped by his:death co-fti- 
fic this eyidence, and to 'afrighreniotbery- from 
ſearching too far; .ancrhty ma that/marrer 
{o, as: though they had: a mind to''convince-rhe 
World;:they had: nacthevendigmbiing) away his | 
life, but to- prevent a' further Diſcovery: And 

they ham bi Cad not es 

would they be convin \thrugh found: e 

m_ the Dead. © 54 

:\Gdd forbid that we Ghoukdcbangeructobarbs- 

ws tous cruelcies, tuch wicked confpiracies, fuch hor- 
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